
CREATING  
CULTURES OF  
THINKING

from Project Zero at the Harvard
Graduate School of EducationRon Ritchhart

Saturday & Sunday

April 11-12
Canadian Academy 

Kobe, Japan

REGISTRATION
Registration is open to all

schools. Price: JPY¥65,000
per participant, including
catering and workshop

materials.

Register and pay online at:
canacad.ac.jp/RRitchhartatCA

Workshop Overview
Through this provocative and practical workshop, participants will learn
about what makes a true "culture of thinking". We will explore what we
can do as educators to create this culture and to make thinking visible
through rich opportunities for learners.  
 
We will find out more about the eight cultural forces that define our
classrooms, focusing in on how we can take immediate and long-term
action on the forces of 'routines' and 'language'. 
 
Find out more about Cultures of Thinking: 
http://www.ronritchhart.com/COT_Resources.html

Ron Ritchhart spent years in the classroom as a teacher before joining Harvard Project
Zero where he is now a Senior Research Associate. Over the past 16 years, Ron’s research
has explored such issues as teaching for understanding, the development of intellectual
character, creativity in teaching, and the development of thinking dispositions. He
currently directs the worldwide Cultures of Thinking project aimed at supporting teachers
in the creation of classrooms where thinking is valued, visible, and actively promoted.
Ron's research and writings, particularly his theory of Intellectual Character and his
framework for understanding group culture through the Cultural Forces, have informed
the work of schools, school systems, and museums throughout the world.

We are thrilled to invite colleagues to learn with him, alongside us here at Canadian
Academy in April 2020.

Presenter Information

Workshop Details
Learning is a product of thinking.

If we want our students to learn well and develop understanding, we must create cultures
of thinking that actively engage students in thinking on an ongoing basis. However, this
isn’t always an easy task. Schools and classrooms are not always set up to encourage
thinking. Furthermore, by its very nature, thinking is a rather invisible and elusive process.

Essential Question:
How do we as teachers promote students’ thinking, recognize it when it occurs, and make
thoughtfulness permeate our classrooms? 

This workshop will explore what it means to have a culture of thinking in your classroom,
how it supports student learning and nurtures the development of students’ intellectual
character, and how you can go about developing a culture of thinking. The workshop will
examine ways the thinking of students can be made visible so that both the process and
product of thinking can be examined, critiqued, and reflected upon. 

Drawing on research from the study of thoughtful classrooms captured in the books
Intellectual Character and Creating Cultures of Thinking, as well as from the research on
thinking routines found in the book Making Thinking Visible, this workshop provides vivid
examples and useful tools to make the idea of a culture of thinking come alive.   

Tools we will explore include:          

The cultural forces that give every classroom its own particular ethos and how one          
 can direct those forces to create more thoughtful classrooms
The effective use of thinking routines as tools for promoting and support students’      
 deeper thinking about meaningful content        
The thinking with which learners need to engage in order to build understanding.

Potential Audience: 
This interactive workshop is designed for teachers, administrators and school leaders
across grade levels and subject areas who are interested in supporting and developing
their students as thinkers and learners.

Event Catering
Event Registration
includes delicious

lunches and
refreshments

provided by Cezar's
Kitchen.

Going Green
Please help us reduce

the environmental
impact of our events by

bringing your own  
water bottle.

Getting Here
A GoogleMap of our

location, with airports,
stations, some

accommodations and
restaurants can be found

at is.gd/visitca

Connecting
Please bring a

laptop, tablet or
smartphone to

access
resources.

Contact Person at CA
Renee Rehfeldt

Director of Learning
rrehfeldt@canacad.ac.jp

Canadian Academy inspires students to
inquire, reflect and choose to

compassionately impact the world
throughout their lives.

canacad.ac.jp
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