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CANADIAN ACADEMY
COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT

For over 105 years, Canadian Academy has provided a warm, caring home for both our local and 
expatriate communities.  With its innovative learning programs, Canadian Academy is able to 
offer experiences that challenge students to stretch their thinking, to take risks, to fail, to grow.  
Given its rich and long history, Canadian Academy is well connected to the global community.  
Every major city in the world is likely to have a Falcon making a home.  Canadian Academy is 
unique in that it is steeped in tradition while simultaneously being on the move.

Our hope is that this Community Impact Statement provides some insight to who we are, what 
we believe, and how we support our local community.

Our Mission
Canadian Academy inspires students to inquire, reflect and choose to compassionately impact 
the world throughout their lives.

Our Vision
CA will be known as a vibrant international learning community that fosters creativity, personal 
fulfillment, and local and global collaboration in a compassionate, adaptive environment.

Who We Are
Founded in 1913, Canadian Academy is a private, co-educational day and boarding international 
school that provides an inspirational learning experience.  Canadian Academy blends the local 
Japanese culture with elements from around the world- making it truly an international school.



Canadian Academy is approved by the Japanese Ministry of Education, accredited by the 
US-based Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and the Council of International 
Schools (CIS), and certified to award both the US high school and International Baccalaureate 
diplomas.

Canadian Academy offers an advanced college preparatory education based on International 
Baccalaureate programmes taught in English. In high school, students can take either the full 
Diploma Programme, or certificates in individual Diploma courses. CA is authorized for both the 
Middle Years Programme (MYP), taught from grades 6 to 10, and the Primary Years Programme 
(PYP), taught from age three to grade 5. CA and the IB provide the transferable education that 
international students require.

Canadian Academy’s nine-acre campus is a purpose-built facility, opened in 1990 on Rokko 
Island in Kobe. CA’s facilities include not only fully equipped classrooms, science laboratories, 
multi-purpose rooms, a fitness center, and specialty teaching areas designed with modern 
educational needs of the students in mind, but also two gymnasiums, and two theaters. CA is the 
center of students’ daily lives. The school itself is ideally located in the residential area of Rokko 
Island, a modern urban center, which also boasts a hospital, parks, shops, restaurants and other 
schools.

The Early Learning and Activities Center (ELAC), opened in January 2008 enabling CA to more 
fully meet the growing academic and extracurricular needs of its international and multi aged 
student body. ELAC contains specially designed classrooms on the first floor for our two- through 
five-year-old programs, as well as the P&G Black Box theater and a second gymnasium on the 
second floor. These facilities provide flexibility for the scheduling of a multitude of athletic and 
artistic events.

The Herbert Norman Library and Media Center circles the school’s central atrium, and is a 
spacious facility located in the center of the school. Offering ample room and resources for 
research, independent study and personal reading to students in grades 1-12, it is a hub of 
activity at Canadian Academy. It houses more than 42,000 volumes in its collections, containing 
print, digital and audiovisual materials, accessible remotely through a fully automated catalog 



system. The library subscribes to numerous magazines, professional journals, daily newspapers 
and several online databases. The early childhood library in the ELAC building services students 
in the Building Blocks program and kindergarten classes. It has a comfortable space for story 
time and numerous picture books to check out.

Technology is represented by a school-wide network of iPads & computers located in Technology 
Centers, mobile mini-labs, the library, and in every classroom. Canadian Academy also operates a 
one to one laptop program for all students from Grades 3 to 12. Specialist staff assist teachers to 
integrate computers into the curriculum. 

Our athletic facilities include two full-size gymnasiums, a fitness center with an aerobic zone, 
soccer fields (two artificially turfed), two tennis courts, and elementary school playgrounds, one 
dedicated to our Early Childhood learners.

Canadian Academy boasts two beautiful theaters, the main building Theater and the P&G Black 
Box theater in ELAC. The P&G Black Box theater can be configured in any number of ways to 
accommodate smaller productions as well as unique types of events. Both theaters are equipped 
with professional-level sound and lighting control booths. The main theater seats almost 400 
people and can serve as an exam site for 100 students. It is used for student performances in 
music (band, choir and orchestra) and theater. It is also used for student assemblies and for our 
High School graduation ceremonies. Visiting professional groups use either of these venues for 
community performances.

Our modern cafeteria, with seating for 300 students, serves lunch to our school community. 
Breakfast and dinner are also available in the cafeteria for residents of the Gloucester House 
dormitory.

Gloucester House, one of only a few international dormitories in Asia, consists of two separate 
living units (houses) and a recreation center. It provides a living option for students from outside 
the Kobe area. Each unit contains a kitchen, lounge, six student bedrooms, and three bathrooms. 
Besides modern accommodations for the students, each 12-student unit includes a dorm parent 
apartment so that a family relationship can grow among students and their resident advisors, 



who are also teachers at CA. Although self-reliance is expected, students share in communal 
tasks and follow rules that are designed to promote respect for each person’s welfare and 
property.

Serving the Community for more than 100 years
On September 13, 1913 Canadian Methodist Academy (CMA) opened its doors to sixteen 
students at Aotani-cho, close to the old Kwansei Gakuin college campus and now the site of Oji 
Zoo. As its name implies CMA was a school for children of missionary parents from grade one 
through high school and, from the beginning, offered boarding facilities for students. As CMA’s 
appeal broadened the name was changed in 1917 to Canadian Academy (CA). In 1920 CA held its 
first graduation ceremony. To meet the need for more space land was purchased on 
Nagamine-yama and a boys’ dormitory, Gloucester House, was dedicated by the Duke of 
Gloucester in May of 1929. CA would remain at the Aotani-cho campus until it closed due to the 
war in 1942.

On September 17,1952 CA reopened its doors at Gloucester House on Nagamine-yama with six 
teachers and 110 students, 37 of them in high school. In 1953 CA constructed additional 
classrooms and an administration building. CA would continue to grow and by the 1980s it 
became clear that more space and newer facilities were needed. Therefore, the decision was 
made to leave Nagamine-yama and move to the new man-made Rokko Island where the school 
opened in September 1990 with expanded facilities. CA weathered both the Great Hanshin 
Earthquake of 1995 and the uncertain economic times in Japan to continue to be one of the 
premier international schools in Asia. To better meet the needs of its students CA became an 
International Baccalaureate World School in 2011 offering the program from elementary school 
through grade 12.

In the 2018-2019 school year, our 640 students came from nearly 40 different countries.  As a 
college preparatory school, upon graduation traditionally 100% of our students  attend colleges 
and universities in North America, Europe, Asia, and throughout Japan.  



Exchanges With the Local Community
The exchanges we have with the local community are many and varied; some are related to the 
sharing of culture, whether it is our students studying tea ceremony or having the community 
join us in our International Food and Fun Fair, while others are focused on adding to the local 
community.  As our Mission Statement reads, “Canadian Academy inspires students to inquire, 
reflect, and choose to compassionately impact the world throughout their lives”, many of the 
exchanges we have with the local community are through service as we strongly feel that it is our 
responsibility to give back to the community that supports us.

Kiwanis Key Club:  Canadian Academy is the first international school to establish a relationship 
with the local Kobe chapter of Kiwanis.  The Kiwanis Key Club helps foster young leaders as well 
as supports our work with schools in Tohoku that were affected by the earthquake and tsunami.  
The work with Kiwanis is ongoing, multiple, and throughout the year.

International Kids Day:  Canadian Academy is a co-creator and co-sponsor of the International 
Kids Day, held on Rokko Island every May.  This year, the event attracted over 2,000 local 
residents.  With its theme of ‘One World, One Friend’, the activities offered focused on language 
and cultural exchange.  

Food Bank Kansai:  Throughout the year, Canadian Academy supports Food Bank Kansai, an NGO 
that feeds local families in need.  Various events at Canadian Academy raised money, awareness, 
and gathered food for the Food Bank.  Canadian Academy volunteered at the Food Bank itself, 
working with other local volunteers to organize the donations made.  

Canadian Academy and the American Chamber of Commerce Japan’s Art for Charity:  This event was 
held in April, 2018, gathering donations for the Food Bank Kansai.  This event invited local artists 
to participate alongside Canadian Academy students, displaying their works of art.  The public 
was invited to view and purchase the art, with portions of the proceeds having been 
donated to Food Bank Kansai. 



Red Feather Campaign:  Canadian Academy High School students joined the local community in 
raising funds for the Red Feather Campaign.  This year, our students donated ¥77,370.

Kobe Global Charity Festival:  Along with other local schools and charity organizations, Canadian 
Academy students volunteered and participated in the 2018 Kobe Global Charity Festival, held in 
November.  More information can be found at:  http://kgcf.org/event/

Canadian Academy Secondary School ECO Club:  Our ECO club interacts with the local 
community in a variety of ways.  One example is the Sakura Tree Planting with local volunteers in 
Rokko Mountain.  Additionally, the ECO club students maintain (with the support of local 
volunteers) an area in the Rokko Mountains called, “Kibo No Mori”.  

Soup Kitchen:  Our secondary school students work with local residents four times a year to 
prepare and deliver meals for those in need in Sannomiya.

Animal Refuge Kansai:  Our students volunteer at the local animal shelter three times a year.  
More information can be found here:  http://www.arkbark.net/en/

Shinseijuku Orphanage:  Our secondary school students visited Kobe’s Shinseikuku orphanage 
four times during the 2017-2018 school year.

Sanno Kodomo Center:  Our secondary school students visited Kansai’s Sanno Kodomo Center 
five times during the 2017-2018 school year.  This center supports at-risk children.

Rokko Island Nursing Home:  Our secondary school students visited and entertained residents of 
the local nursing home ten times during the 2017-2018 school year.

In addition to service, Canadian Academy hosts a great number of events, conferences, and 
workshops that are open to the public.  Just a few of these events include:

International Food and Fun Fair:  The local community was invited to celebrate Canadian 
Academy’s multiculturalism through the enjoyment of its food and entertainment.  



Tea Ceremony:  Through our secondary school tea ceremony classes, each year we invite an 
artisan from the local community to share their expertise and crafts.  During the 2017-2018 
school year, we hosted Inagi Michiko, an embroidery artist.  She presented several workshops 
describing her craft and its importance to Japanese culture.  These presentations were in both 
Japanese and English, and were open to the Kobe community.  

NASA and JAXA Conference:  Canadian Academy welcomed scientists and engineers from NASA 
and JAXA.  These scientists gave a presentation regarding the James Webb observatory, both in 
English and in Japanese.  

SENIA Conference:  Canadian Academy welcomed local educators to our SENIA conference.  This 
conference focused on meeting the needs of children with specific learning differences.  This 
conference included information regarding the newly opened Kento Center on Rokko Island.  

LEGO BrickFest:  Canadian Academy hosts a two-day festival of international LEGO builders.  
These artists display their creations and speak with the public about their work.  Last year, this 
event drew nearly 4,000 participants from the Kansai region.

Additionally, we open our facilities to the public, when possible.  Fees collected pay for the 
upkeep and maintenance as well as heating and cooling.  These facilities include our two 
gymnasia, our two all-purpose turfed sports fields, our auditorium, and our P&G Black Box 
Theater.

In addition to the various conferences and presentations, Canadian Academy opened its doors 
to the local community throughout the school year.  Local residents took advantage of the many 
concerts, plays, talent shows and performances.  During the school year, over 40 performances 
were given, all open to the public.



Exchanges with schools in Kobe
Canadian Academy remains dedicated to interacting with and learning alongside local schools.  
With its outstanding facilities, Canadian Academy is an attractive place to hold a conference, 
play a soccer match, or experience internationalism.  Canadian Academy’s exchanges with local 
schools were varied and many.

University Fair:  Canadian Academy was pleased to host over 40 colleges and universities from 
around the world, providing information regarding college admissions.  Schools throughout 
Kobe and the Kansai region participated in the first annual event.  

ACT/SAT Testing Center:  Canadian Academy is a testing center for both local and international 
students for the ACT and SAT exams.  These exams are required by some colleges and 
universities, mainly in the United States.  Each year, all seats are taken for these exams.

Bilingual Café:  Our secondary school students enjoyed language and cultural exchanges with 
local Kobe high schools.  This Bilingual Café was held six times during the 2017-2018 school year.

Tohoku Team:  Although not part of the local Kobe community, our secondary school students 
continue to support schools in Tohoku that were devastated by the earthquake and subsequent 
tsunami.  As victims of a devastating earthquake ourselves, Tohoku and its students hold a 
special place in our hearts.  In addition to our annual visit to several schools in Tohoku in order 
to continue to show our support, our community donated ¥464,940.  As far as we know, we are 
the only school in Japan that has continued its support of the Tohoku community as it continues 
its recovery.

Our sports teams are active and enjoy playing against area schools.  The following sporting 
events either took place at Canadian Academy, or the school listed.  Some of these schools 
played multiple games against us.  All games took place during the 2017-2018 school year.



Boys Soccer: Shinko Tachibana, Kobe Kagaku, Itami HS, Rokko Island, Ashiya Gakuen, Hokusetsu 
Sanda, Sanda Gakuen, Kobe Koryo, Suma Shofu, Kobe HS, Fukiai, Takigawa, Sanda Shounkan, 
Ikuei, Kobe Korean, Nagata HS, Nada HS

Girls Soccer: Kenritsu Nishinomiya, Hokusetsu Sanda, Sanda Shounkan, Rokko Island, Kobe 
Koryo

Baseball: Nada HS, Amagasaki Oda, Kobe HS, Mikage HS, Minoo Jiyuu Gakuen

Volleyball: Rokko Island, Ashiya HS, Fukiai, Kobe Shyogo, Suma Shofu, Kobe Korean, Ashiya HS, 
Asahi HS

Basketball: Suma Shofu, Fukiai, Kobe Kagaku, Rokko Island, Itami HS, Kenristsu Nishinomiya, 
Kobe Seijoh, Nishinomiya Kita, Amagasaki Kita, Mukosogo HS, Takarazuka Higashi

Additionally, our middle school and elementary school teams also competed against various 
local schools.  

Over our 106 year history, Canadian Academy has supported our local community.  Whether it 
is through our programs, clubs, activities, or simply location, Canadian Academy is proud and 
pleased to be a valued member of Kobe and Japan.  


