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Introduction
The purpose of this prospectus is to help students and parents make informed choices about the
subjects they will study in Grade 11 and 12. The main programme of study in Grade 11 and 12 is
the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme in conjunction with the Canadian Academy
High School Diploma. Students may choose to follow the full IB Diploma, take a number of
individual IB courses or take a selection of IB courses and Pathways modules.
Mission Driven Learning:
Canadian Academy’s Mission of inspiring s tudents to inquire, reflect, and choose to
compassionately impact the world throughout their lives has guided our choice of the International
Baccalaureate and Pathways programmes to anchor learning for students in Grades 11-12. The
diversity of course choices in both programmes allows students to take ownership of their learning,
engage meaningfully with their community and pursue their specific academic and extracurricular
interests.
The International Baccalaureate Diploma is widely recognized by university admissions
departments both in Japan and around the world. Whether taken as a diploma or separate
courses, the IB gives international recognition to our students’ learning.
Our Pathways modules complement this rigorous programme of study through strategically
designed, embedded learning experiences such as mentorships, internships, project based
learning and online learning.
Our broad programme of electives including band, orchestra, musical appreciation and
performance, peer group connection (PGC), publications and physical education allows students
to further pursue their personal interests and talents.
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Grade 11 and 12 at Canadian Academy
There are three programmes of study available to students in Grades 11 and 12. The Extended
Essay, Community, Activity and Service (CAS) and Theory of Knowledge are all required for the
full IB Diploma Programme.

Option 1: The IB Diploma
The IB Diploma programme is a broad and rigorous programme of study involving internally
assessed work over the two years of the course and culminating in external examinations in each
subject. Students who follow the IB Diploma take six subjects including English, Mathematics, a
Foreign Language or second mother tongue, Humanities, Science and the Arts. Three of these
subjects are taken at higher level and three at standard level.
At the core of the IB Diploma are the Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge and Creativity,
Activity and Service. Details of these programmes can be found below.
The Extended Essay
The Extended Essay is an independent research paper of approximately 4000 words in one of the
subjects of the IB curriculum. Each student is assigned a supervisor from the school’s teaching
staff who will assist and advise with the planning, development and completion of the essay. The
Extended Essay provides an excellent preparation for the kind of research work required at many
colleges and universities. The essays are assessed by an external examiner.
Theory of Knowledge
TOK is a required course for the IB Diploma. It focuses on developing skills of critical analysis and
thought. As part of the course each student examines various ways of knowing, including
perception, emotion, language, and reasoning and various areas of knowledge, including the arts,
3

mathematics, history, ethics, natural science and human science. At the forefront of discussions
and class activities will be the central questions:
♦ How do we know this is true?
♦ What are the problems of knowledge?
♦ What are the links between different ways of knowing and areas of knowledge?
The formal assessment of TOK is based on an essay of 1600 words, which is assessed externally,
and a presentation, which is assessed internally.
CAS (Creativity, Activity and Service)
Students following the full IB Diploma programme participate in CAS activities throughout grades
11 and 12 and we strongly encourage all students, regardless of their programme to take part.
CAS aims to challenge and extend a student by developing a spirit of discovery, self-reliance, as
well as additional skills and interests. CAS is an integral part of the IB Diploma programme at
Canadian Academy, the benefits of which stay with students far beyond their two years at CA.

G11 Students supporting the Soup Kitchen in Sannomiya, April 2017.

Option 2: IB Courses
If a student chooses not to follow the full IB Diploma, they will normally follow a number of IB
courses. In some cases the IB diploma can be limiting for students, particularly those that have a
strong interest in the fine arts and design. Following IB courses allows students more flexibility with
their programme and to design a course of study that may better reflect their interests and
aspirations. Completing IB courses leads to externally recognised results for each course.
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Option 3: Pathways
In today’s fast-changing knowledge economy, students can benefit from engaging in innovative,
collaborative problem solving on projects with real-world applications. In response to this,
Canadian Academy has developed its innovative Pathways Programme. As our students come to
us with a wide range of talents, interests, and abilities, we want to offer a broad programme that
can accommodate and develop abilities in meaningful and relevant ways.
Pathways offers:
● Alternative individualized learning
● Alternate ways to earn credits for graduation
Pathways modules may involve internships, mentorships, project based and online learning. Any
student in Grade 11 or 12 can access the Pathways Programme. Students will normally take a
number of Pathways modules along with IB courses. Students who are following the full IB diploma
may also take Pathways modules, in addition to their diploma subjects. Pathways modules can be
taken as stand alone experiences or combined to earn a Pathways High School Diploma.

Summary of Course Requirements
IB Diploma
●
●
●
●
●

3 higher level Subjects
3 standard level
subjects
Creativity, Activity and
service.
Theory of Knowledge
Extended essay

IB Courses
●

Usually 6 subjects at any
combination of higher
and standard level.

Pathways and IB Courses
●

Pathways modules ( online
learning, internships,
mentorships) and a number
of IB courses at any
combination of higher and
standard level.

All students may also choose from a broad range of electives where scheduling allows.

Grade 10 students learning Capoeira in Physical Education class.
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The Academic Subjects
All students who follow the full IB Diploma must study six subjects. Three of these subjects must
be taken at a higher level and three are taken at standard level.
Students following IB courses or a Pathways programme are normally recommended to choose six
subjects, with some possibly taken at higher level. The number and type of subject along with the
level are chosen in response to an individual student’s needs.
Course offerings for 2018 - 2020 are set out in the six groups below. Expanded descriptions of
each subject are given in separate sections. A minimum of five enrolled students is required for a
course to be offered.
Please note that this does not guarantee that all courses will run.
All courses are available at both higher and standard Level unless annotated with the following
codes: HL = higher Level, SL = standard Level.
Group 1
Studies in Language
and Literature

English Literature (HL/SL), English Language and Literature (HL/SL),
Japanese Language and Literature (HL/SL), Independent Self-Taught
Languages (SL only).

Group 2
Language acquisition

Japanese B (HL/SL), Spanish B (HL/SL), Japanese Ab Initio (SL only),
Spanish Ab Initio (SL only).

Group 3
Individuals and
Societies

Geography (HL/SL), Economics (HL/SL), History (HL/SL), Environmental
Systems and Societies (SL)

Group 4
Experimental Sciences Biology (HL/SL), Chemistry (HL/SL), Physics (HL/SL), Environmental
Systems and Societies (SL)
Group 5
Mathematics

Mathematics: Analysis and approaches (HL/SL), Mathematics:
Applications and interpretation (HL/SL)

Group 6
The Arts

Visual Art (HL/SL) (Theatre (HL/SL), Music (HL/SL)

Canadian Academy also support students who may wish to study IB Diploma courses through
Pamoja, an external online provider. In the past, students have taken courses in Psychology and
Business and Management. Other courses are also available. Please speak to Mr Maine, the IB
Diploma Programme Coordinator if you are interested in taking one of these courses. There is an
additional fee for these courses in addition to the regular tuition fee.
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Choosing a course of study:
For students following the full IB Diploma:
1. Choose either English Language and Literature or English Literature from Group 1
2. Choose a language from Group 2 or another Language A from Group 1
3. Choose a subject from Group 3
4. Choose a subject from Group 4
5. Choose a subject from Group 5
6. Then choose the sixth subject from groups, 2, 3, 4 or 6
7. Choose three of these subjects at higher level and 3 at standard level
Students who wish to take Environmental Systems and Societies to meet the requirement for both
Group 3 (Individual and Societies) and Group 4 ( Experimental Sciences) can then select an
additional subject from either Group 2 or 6 ( see example 3 below).
The following examples illustrate how a student might select their courses.
Example 1: A student interested in the sciences or in the field of medicine
Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

Group 5

Group 6

Spanish B
(SL)

Economics
(SL)

Biology (HL)

Mathematics
(HL)

Chemistry
(HL)

Group 1

English Lang
and Lit (SL)

Example 2: A student interested in business management and economics
Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

Group 5

Group 6

Japanese B
(SL)

Economics
(HL)

Biology (SL)

Mathematics
(SL)

Geography
(HL)

Group 5

Group 6

Mathematics
(SL)

Visual Art
(HL)

Group 1

English Lang
and Lit (SL)

Example 3: A student interested in the arts and design
Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

Group 1

English Lit
(HL)

Spanish B
(SL)

ESS (SL)

Theatre (HL)
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For students following IB Courses:
1. Choose one subject from Groups 1-5 in the table above.
2. Then choose the sixth subject from groups, 1, 2, 3, 4 or 6.
3. All of these subjects may be taken at standard level. Some may be taken at higher level in
consultation with the IB Diploma Programme Coordinator and High School Counselor.
4. Students may also choose subjects from a broad range of electives.
5. Students may be able to choose a more specialised selection of courses such as two arts
courses if they are able to meet credit requirements for graduation.

For students accessing the Pathways Programme
Students should consult with the Internship/Mentorship Coordinator when embarking on the
Pathways Programme. Students will need to ensure that modules combine to build a focused
programme that develops their interests and meets graduation requirements.
Students can access each of the following modules as a separate experience or combine to work
towards a Pathways High School Diploma:
●
●
●
●

Online Learning
Project based Learning
Mentorship
Internship

High School Speech Contest 2017
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Subject Descriptions
Group 1- Studies in Language and Literature
English Language and Literature HL/SL I
Language and Literature Standard and Higher Levels I is the first year of a two-year course,
meeting the requirements of the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The second year culminates
in an external examination, which all students are required to take. The first year focuses on
language skills, developed by exploring the links between language and English-speaking cultures
as well as with mass media. During this first year of study, students explore how audience and
purpose affect the structure and context of texts. Specifically, students look at Language and
Culture: language development, English dominance, and language and gender. Then students
examine Language and Mass Communication: the internet, television, newspapers, bias in the
media, and representation in advertisements. In addition to their regular assignments and
assessments, students will complete four Written Tasks and three oral assessments in compliance
with IB guidelines. The course culminates with the IB external exams at the end of Grade 12.
English Literature HL/SL I
Literature Standard and Higher Level I is the first year of a two-year course of study designed to
meet the requirements of the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The second year culminates in
an external examination, which all students are required to take. Literature SL/HL is a literature
course emphasising close reading and literary analysis. During the first year of study, students
examine five texts in SL and eight texts in HL, which may include fiction, poetry, drama, and
nonfiction. In addition to their regular assignments and assessments, students complete one
Written Assignment and an individual oral presentation. The course culminates with the IB external
exams at the end of Grade 12.
Japanese A: Language and Literature HL/SL I
The goal of this class is to prepare students with a sound foundation of the language for the IB
examination as well as to enhance the student’s abilities in Japanese as a bilingual near-native
speaker. This is achieved through the study of various kinds of texts and topics as prescribed in
the IB guidelines. Students are also expected to recognise and produce approximately 1300 kanji
(Kanji Kentei Level 4) by the end of the course. The course culminates with the IB external exams
at the end of Grade 12.
Prerequisites for Standard level: Successful completion of Japanese VI or assessment of
proficiency.
Prerequisites for Higher level: Successful completion of Japanese VII and assessment of
proficiency.
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Group 2 - Language Acquisition
IB DP Japanese B HL
In this course, students will learn to express ideas with clarity and fluency, use accurate oral and
written forms of Japanese in a wide range of situations. The course will focus on reading and
writing of a variety of text types to prepare for the IB exams. Students also start reading short
Japanese literature. Students are expected to recognize and produce intermediate kanji
(approximately 600 kanji in total) by the end of the course. The course culminates with the IB
external exams at the end of Grade 12.
Prerequisites: Placement in HL and SL is based on proficiency and determined by the teacher.
Successful completion of Japanese IV or assessment of proficiency.
IB DP Japanese B SL
The first year of this course focuses primarily on increasing vocabulary and expressions, writing
essays using complex sentences and how to write essays with grammatical accuracy. Students
are exposed to specific essay writing formats throughout the year. The course is also focused on
cultural appropriateness through the study of a variety of themes and texts. Students are expected
to recognize and produce basic kanji (approximately 300 in total) by the end of the course. The
course culminates with the IB external exams at the end of Grade 12.
Prerequisites: Placement in HL and SL is based on proficiency and determined by the teacher.
Successful completion of Japanese III or assessment of proficiency.
IB DP Japanese Ab Initio SL
This course is designed for students with no or very little background in the formal study of
Japanese. The course is based on a thematic approach and is taught in a communicative
approach. Students will learn essential grammar and vocabulary and will also learn Hiragana and
Katakana as well as basic kanji (100) for reading and writing activities and be expected to develop
a basic understanding of segments of the Japanese culture.The course culminates with the IB
external exams at the end of Grade 12.
IB DP Spanish SL/HL
The Spanish SL/HL c ourse is a two year language-learning course for students who have had
some previous experience of learning Spanish. It may be studied at either Higher Level or
Standard Level. The focus of the course is on improving language acquisition and skills through
authentic materials such as magazine articles, films and podcasts. Classroom activities include
discussions, creating presentations, learning from videos and interactive exercises. The course
also provides more traditional activities such as reading comprehension, essay writing and oral
practice to prepare students for the exams. Taking Spanish B SL/HL will enable students to
understand and appreciate different perspectives of people from Spain and Latin America.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of MYP Spanish Phase 2 or assessment of proficiency.
IB DP Spanish Ab Initio SL

The Spanish Ab Initio course is a two year language-learning course for students with little or no
previous experience of learning Spanish. It culminates with the IB external exams in May of Grade
12.This course is designed to provide students with the necessary skills and intercultural
understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where Spanish is
spoken. It develops students’ linguistic abilities through four active and interrelated skills: listening,
speaking, reading and writing. While learning Spanish, students become aware of the similarities
and differences between their own culture(s) and the culture(s) of Spain and Latin America. With
this awareness, a greater respect for other peoples and the way in which they lead their lives is
fostered.
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Group 3 - Individuals and Societies
IB DP Geography HL/SL
IB Geography is a dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on the
interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment. Within group 3 subjects,
Geography is distinctive in that it occupies the middle ground between social sciences and natural
sciences. The Diploma Programme Geography course integrates both physical and human
geography, and ensures that students acquire elements of both scientific and socio-economic
methodologies. Geography takes advantage of its position between both these groups of subjects
to examine relevant concepts and ideas from a wide variety of disciplines. This helps students
develop an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative approaches, viewpoints and ideas.
The IB Geography course examines key global issues, such as poverty, sustainability and climate
change and seeks to develop international understanding and foster a lasting concern for global
issues. The IB Geography course also aims to develop values and attitudes that will help students
reach a degree of personal commitment in trying to resolve these issues, appreciating our shared
responsibility as citizens of an increasingly interconnected world.
As with other the other subjects in Group 3, the course culminates with the IB external exams at
the end of Grade 12.
IB DP Economics HL/SL
IB Economics SL/HL Level I is a thorough introduction to the unique vocabulary, theories and
concepts of economics. Students will examine key assumptions, the principles of microeconomics
and macroeconomics, and an introduction to development economics. Students will apply
economic terms and concepts to analyse and understand the contemporary world, and will be
expected to keep abreast of current events. The HL level course is the equivalent of a first year
college level applied economics course, and students are expected to be highly motivated and
curious. The course culminates with the IB external exams at the end of Grade 12.
IB DP History HL/SL
This first year is an in-depth study of aspects of 20th century history, particularly the origins, the
course and the effects of war and the rise and policies of single-party states. Students’
concentrate on improving their ability to write thematic essays, interpret historical documents and
respond to objective questions. The topics begin with a study of the reasons for World War One.
This course is now a Higher Level only course. The focus for the Higher Level part of the course is
now the Asia-Pacific region. The course culminates with the IB external exams at the end of Grade
12.
IB DP Environmental Systems and Societies SL
Environmental Systems and Societies is an interdisciplinary course grounded in the scientific
exploration of environmental systems and the exploration of the cultural, economic, ethical,
political and social interactions of societies with the environment. Students will be equipped with
the ability to recognise and evaluate the impact of our complex system of societies on the natural
world. The interdisciplinary nature of the course requires a broad skill set from students, including
the ability to perform research and investigation along with ability to develop solutions to
environmental problems that occur at the personal, community and global levels. The course
culminates with the IB external exams at the end of Grade 12.
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Group 4 - Experimental Sciences
IB DP Biology HL/SL
This is a two year course, that focuses on cells, the chemistry of life, genetics, ecology, evolution,
and human health and physiology. Student learning will occur through readings, lectures, class
discussions, and laboratory investigations. Assessment will occur through, quizzes, tests, and
laboratory reports. Additionally, in the second semester, students complete an interdisciplinary
group 4 project, collaborating with students from other science disciplines. The pace and depth of
the HL course will be more challenging than the SL class and students are expected to be
self-motivated, well organized and intellectually curious. The course culminates with the IB
external exams at the end of Grade 12.
IB DP Chemistry HL/SL
This is a two year course of study that focuses on the study of matter organization, classification,
properties and interactions. Students will also concentrate on the development of strong laboratory
manipulative and analytic skills. Students studying at the higher level will be challenged with faster
paced instruction and will delve more deeply into the content of most topics. The topics will be
explored through lecture, laboratory experiments and guided self study. At the end of year two,
students will sit for external examinations.
IB DP Physics HL/SL
This is a two-year study of the physical world, dealing specifically with matter and energy. The
overarching questions are: How do we come to know the natural world and our place in it? Is the
natural world orderly and predictable? What causes changes in matter and energy? The topics
covered provide a cross-section of the field of Physics which includes mechanics, thermal physics,
electricity & magnetism, nuclear & quantum physics and energy production. Students enrolled in
the HL course will have the opportunity to study these topics in further depth during the year.
These topics will be explored through exploration lectures, guided investigations and self-guided
research and investigations. Students who successfully complete this course are prepared to
continue their study of physics or engineering at a university level. The course culminates with the
IB external exams at the end of Grade 12.
IB DP Environmental Systems and Societies SL
Environmental Systems and Societies is an interdisciplinary course grounded in the scientific
exploration of environmental systems and the exploration of the cultural, economic, ethical,
political and social interactions of societies with the environment. Students will be equipped with
the ability to recognise and evaluate the impact of our complex system of societies on the natural
world. The interdisciplinary nature of the course requires a broad skill set from students, including
the ability to perform research and investigation along with ability to develop solutions to
environmental problems that occur at the personal, community and global levels. The course
culminates with the IB external exams at the end of Grade 12.
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Group 5 - Mathematics
Placement in Mathematics classes in Grades 11 and 12
At Canadian Academy, the Mathematics department offers two routes of mathematics to meet the
needs and aspirations of our students in Grades 11 and 12. The routes are DP Mathematics:
Analysis and approaches and DP Mathematics: Applications and interpretation.
The best mathematics placement is the appropriate placement, not the most advanced one.
Success in Grade 11 and 12 mathematics depends ultimately on an in-depth understanding of
mathematical concepts that are pitched at the right level for a student. Taking the time to learn
material that is appropriately challenging is the best way to build both competence and confidence
in mathematics.
Past experience has shown that students require strong learning attitudes to be successful in each
of the mathematics routes.
● For Higher Level Mathematics, MYP Math 10+ students must consistently attain level 7/ 8 in
Criterion A and learning attitudes of 3 or higher.
IB DP Mathematics: Applications and interpretation SL/HL
The DP Mathematics: Applications and interpretation route has an emphasis on statistics,
modelling and use of technology – appropriate for those with an interest in the applications of
mathematics and how technology can support this. Higher Level Application and interpretation
includes advanced statistics and discrete mathematics content. This subject is aimed at students
who will go on to study subjects such as social sciences, natural sciences, medicine, statistics,
business, some economics courses, psychology, and design.
The route also includes an extended investigation to meet the DP Mathematics Exploration
requirement. The Applications and interpretation culminates with the DP external exams at the end
of Grade 12. Students who take Mathematics: Applications and interpretation will be

those who enjoy mathematics best when seen in a practical context.
A TI-Nspire (non-CAS) calculator is required for this route.
IB DP Mathematics: Analysis and approaches SL/HL

This route builds upon existing knowledge and skills and introduces new topics such as sequences
and series, trigonometry, probability, statistics, differential and integral calculus. Students who take
Mathematics: Analysis and approaches will be those who enjoy the thrill of mathematical problem
solving and generalization. The emphasis on this route is calculus and algebraic, graphical and
numerical approaches. Analysis and approaches is appropriate for pure mathematicians,
engineers, physical scientists, economists, those with an interest in analytic methods. They will
explore real and abstract applications, sometimes with technology, and will enjoy the thrill of
mathematical problem solving and generalization.
Students will be required to complete an extended assignment as part of the DP Exploration
Internal Assessment component.The route culminates with the DP external exams at the end of
Grade 12.
A TI-Nspire (non-CAS) graphing calculator is required.
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Higher Level Mathematics Prerequisites: A 7/8 achievement level in MYP Mathematics 10+ in
Criterion A and the teacher’s recommendation.

Grade 11 Students working on their Group 4 Science project
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Group 6 - The Arts
IB DP Visual Arts HL/SL
IBVA course is a rigorous two year course that can be undertaken at Higher (HL) or Standard (SL)
level. IBDP Visual Art can be taken as part of the IB Diploma, or as a challenging visual arts
course for interested individuals at High School Diploma level. Students must meet the
requirements of three areas of study that include maintaining a Process Portfolio that showcases
their research and process, completion of a Comparative Study that analyses three artworks from
at least two artists of differing cultures as well as maintaining an Investigation Workbook that
documents their own art making processes including research, planning, creation and reflection.
Students also complete between 8 to 15 quality artworks that demonstrate proficiency in one or
several artistic mediums along with a curatorial text for each. The number of artworks completed
being commensurate with time allotted for HL or SL studies.
IB DP Theatre HL/SL
This course can be taken at Higher (HL) or Standard level (SL) and involves an examination of
theatre in its diversity of forms around the world. Students will come to understand that the act of
imagining, creating, presenting and critically reflecting on theatre is an embodiment of the human
need to investigate and find explanations for the world around us. The course involves the
development of performance skills through working on devised and scripted scenes, some of
which will be presented to an audience. Students will also study drama from the point of view of
the director and will investigate methods of turning a play script into performance. A major theatre
production, where students collaboratively bring to life a broad spectrum of talents and skills in the
principles and practice of theatre, is the highpoint of each year.
IB DP Music Perception, Performance and Creating HL/SL
This course is designed to foster curiosity and openness to both familiar and unfamiliar musical
worlds through engagement with music history, listening analysis, performance and/or creating. All
music students are required to study musical perception, submit a comparative study and respond
to a listening paper with with the IB external exams at the end of Grade 12. Depending on the
student's choice of SL or HL, students also pursue creating and/or performing. This allows
students to have a deeper connection to the influences on the practical side of musical
performance and composition. In essence, this course both prepares students who are interested
in further pursuing music and provides all students with the opportunity to engage in the valuable
study of music as lifelong participants.

High School Concert Band at the Winter Concert, November 2017.
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Pathways Modules
Online Learning
If a student is interested in a course of study that CA is unable to offer, they may follow an online
course that meets CA high school graduation requirements.
Prerequisites: self-directed online learning students need to achieve level 3 for Learning Attitudes
and be successful in the subject area of their choice.
Project Based Learning
Self-directed study in an area of specific interest such as design. Students will complete a project
that solves a problem, explores a question and develops deep subject knowledge. The project may
last a semester or year and will be grounded in at least one subject area.
Prerequisites: meet with the Internship/Mentorship Coordinator to confirm proposal.
Mentorship
An ongoing partnership with an external mentor to develop industry and subject specific
knowledge and skills. The CA student will work through a project agreed between the student and
the mentor. Mentorships may last a semester or year and will be grounded in at least one subject
area.
Prerequisites: Mentorship students need to achieve level 3 for Learning Attitudes
Internship
A 3-6 week placement with an external provider to experience workplace learning and problem
solving. These often occur during June-July. Assessment is through a formal presentation to a
selected audience.
Assessment for both mentorships and internships is through a formal presentation to a selected
audience.

PowWow Visiting Artists 2017
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Electives
Japanese Tea Ceremony
This course is an introduction to the art of tea as it is practiced in Japan. Students participate in the
ceremony and learn to prepare tea and perform the ceremony in a traditional tearoom setting.
Peer Group Connection
This course is mandatory for all G9 students and is run by G11 and 12 students who are trained
and supervised by faculty advisers. Grade 11 and 12 students apply to be part of the program and
they are chosen for their aptitude and desire to support Grade 9 students both with their academic
studies and on a socio-emotional level.
Publications
A year long course responsible for producing the CA yearbook, including a DVD. Students
complete desktop publishing layouts using Adobe InDesign, along with Adobe Photoshop to edit
digital photography. Students are assigned tasks including: photography, copywriting, page layout,
advertising and/or distribution.
Concert Band
Concert band will perform music of various styles and levels of difficulty. Styles included range
from Jazz to Rock, Modern to Renaissance, movie music to musicals. While basic musicianship is
a prerequisite, other aspects of music and instrumental technique will be studied.
Prerequisites: Basic technique on a band instrument and instructor approval.

String Orchestra
This performing ensemble is designed to address string orchestra repertoire as well as chamber
music and eventually, solo pieces. Emphasis is placed on ensemble performance and the
exploration of different styles and genres of music composed for strings. Advanced playing
techniques and a more in-depth look at music theory and music history will be woven throughout
the year’s instruction.
Prerequisites: Intermediate Orchestra or instructor approval.
Musical Appreciation & Performance
Music Appreciation and Performance is open to both vocalists and instrumentalists in grades 9 to
12. Components of the class include technical practice of students' primary instruments,
development of sight-reading and listening skills, intermediate to advanced music fundamentals
and appreciation of various musical styles and cultures. Public performance is an integral part of
the program, with the intent of raising students' confidence levels, encouraging personal
expression and exploring presentation approaches for audiences. Students are also expected to
develop general skills in the recognition of patterns and structures for solving problems, and
improve their collaboration skills for working with others. Performance repertoire includes threeand four-part choral works, a cappella and accompanied, for larger groups of singers, and various
pieces for smaller mixed ensembles of vocalists with instrumentalists. Students present two public
concerts each year at school, one in the fall and one in the spring, as well as a number of smaller
performances in the outside community throughout the year.
Physical Education
In grade 11, PE students will engage in a concept based approach to health and physical
education. They will learn transferable skills to enhance them as a whole athlete and prepare them
for both athletic endeavors and healthy lifestyles. They will participate in invasion, net/wall and
target games, along with a strong sports science and fitness component. Students will also tackle
health related topics throughout the year to provide them with mental, physical and emotional
strategies to effectively deal with challenges they may face in the future
17

Timeline and process for selecting courses
December 8th 2018
Introduction to the courses and programmes offered for students entering G11 in 2019.
January 11th 2019
Flex block with Ms. Lidzbarski, 2nd informational session on making IBDP choices.
Jan 14th to Jan 25th 2019
Department presentations on IBDP course choices.
Thursday, January 17th 2019
Introduction to G11 program options and courses (for parents).
January 28th to February 13th 2019
Individual meetings with students on course choices (required) with either Mr. Maine or Ms.
Lidzbarski.
February 18th 2019
Students submit final course selection form to Mineyo-san.
March 2019
Grade 10 teachers will meet to discuss and review student choices.
April 2019
G11 student choices confirmed and a letter confirming subject choices will be sent to parents.
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Credit Requirements for Graduation
There are two ways to earn a high school diploma from Canadian Academy: CA High School
Diploma or CA Pathways Diploma. Students must meet the following minimum graduation
requirements as set by the Board of Trustees in order to participate in graduation ceremonies.
Subject

CA High School

CA Pathways Diploma

Diploma
English (a four year sequence of

4.0

4.0

Mathematics

3.0

3.0

Humanities

3.0

2.0

Sciences

3.0

2.0

Language

2.0

1.0

Physical Education

2.0*

1.0*

Performing or Fine Arts

1.0

1.0

Electives

6.0

10.0

24.0

24.0

courses)

Total Credits

Students earn one-half credit each semester a course is passed in grades 9 through 12. For a
year-long course, a total of one credit is earned (i.e., one-half credit each semester).Tea
Ceremony is the only exception; students in this course earn one-quarter credit per year.
In addition to the above, students must also satisfy the following before graduation:
(1) Students must prove competency in Technology Literacy. This is satisfied by taking the course
Design: Applied Technology in grade 9, by providing evidence of HS credit in
Computers/Technology when transferring into CA or by participating in our HS 1:1 laptop program.
*Extracurricular substitution is limited to 0.5 credits which may be earned through successful
completion of three varsity seasons in two sports. One of the sports needs to be taken for two
seasons.
*Health requirements are satisfied within the PE program.
Students transferring to CA with high school credits will be awarded a maximum of seven credits
per year. A determination of which CA graduation credits have been fulfilled will be made by the
student’s counselor and the Director of Admissions.
Mission Accomplished!
This is the Mission Portfolio culminating event for graduating students. Completing Mission
Accomplished! is a graduation requirement for all students graduating in 2015 or later. The
requirement involves each student keeping a Mission Portfolio Blog over the course of their time at
CA, then, in their graduating semester, completing a self-assessment against the Student Mission
Rubric.
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